
the comprehensive subject-matter, which is, as
stated in the preface, " to associate as nearly to-
gether as possible those substances, organic and
inorganic, which have a common or allied origin,
allowing those next related to follow in regular
order, the basal or parental source thus being kept
paramount." Certain additions of new remedies
and a fuller treatment of several departments of
the subject, with an increased number of illustra-
tions, are some of the changes in the new edition.
The book is admirably printed, systematically
arranged, and contains a vast amount of most
important information.
Brubaker. A Compend of Human Physiology.
Tenth edition. Philadelphia: P. Blakiston's
Son & Co. 1900.
The use by a student of any short road to learn-

ing, such as a quiz compend, is to be regretted.
Giving, as it should, only the outline of a science,
the compend is of value solely as a review agent.
But when a book is made to " represent the pres-
ent state of the subject upon which it treats," it
fails to be a help in review and acts as a shorter
text book. As such the present work can not be
compared in value with many of the text books in
the market.
The present work, we are told in the advertise-

ment, is "based upon the most popular text
books." To even the uncritical reader it is evi-
dent that the book is not the systematic thought
of one man. Although the work is in the tenth
edition, the author has not taken sufficient care
in systematizing the statements gathered from
various sources. The indiscriminate use of the
English and the metric systems of measures

—the inch, the line and the millimetre, the gram
and the ounce, Fehrenheit and Centigrave deter-
minatives

—

tends to make the student unsystem-
atic in his thinking.
Sensory and sensitive are not usually consid-

ered to be synonymous with the the term pain, as
the author leads the reader to believe (see pages
83, 84, 183, etc). Figure 1 is unnecessary for a
medical student and may be misleading to others.
Space is lacking for a detailed criticism of the
material contained in the work ; but if an eleventh
edition should be called for—the reviewer hopes
it will not—-the student might be informed (1)
of the functions of the white blood corpuscles ;
(2) of the relation of the blood to the carrying of
C02 ; (3) of the interchange of gases between
the tissues and the blood, namely, internal respi-
ration ; and (4) of the view of Goltz and others
regarding the functions of the cerebral cortex.
In the attempt to make the book " pocket size,"

while still retaining all the facts, the publishers
have resorted to the use of small type.

Opening of New Wards at Newton, Mass.,
Hospital.

—

In recognition of the completion of
the contagious wards of the Newton Hospital, a
reception and inspection of the additions to the
hospital's equipment was made last week.
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SOME STATISTICS OF CANCEE.
Any facts bearing upon cancer in any of its as-

spects is of special interest at the present time,
owing to the renewed zeal which is being mani-
fested both abroad and in this country in the
attempt to discover its cause.- Now that the diag-
nosis of carcinoma may be made with practical
certainty by means of the microscope, it is evident
that statistics have a value and significance which
could not be claimed for them a few decades ago.
A paper by Dr. E. N. Nason, published in the
British Medical Journal for May 18, 1901, on an

analysis of 5,000 cases of death from malignant
disease, is of unusual interest as a statistical study.
The facts were collected in the course of prepara-
tion of a report for the British Medical Associa-
tion on the influence of locality on the prevalence
of malignant disease, and expanded with conclu-
sions, for the purposes of the present paper. Dr.
Nason found what we have come ordinarily to
expect, that the preponderance of females over
males as subjects of cancer was about 62 to 38%,
due to the fact of the great frequency of uterine
and breast involvement. The writer feels justified
in looking upon the excess of female cases as

dependent upon the fact that women are the pos-
sessors of these two organs, rather than as an

indication of their generally greater tendency to
cancer. If the sexual peculiarities of both sexes
be excluded, the male is found to be the more often
affected in the proportion of 53 to 47%. It further-
more appears that the steady increase of mortality
from cancer which has occurred during the last
thirty years, has been far more noticeable in men

than in women. This is explainable in part by
the greater accuracy of diagnosis of cancer in in-
ternal organs other than the uterus, to which men

are as liable as women, and to the fact that surgi-
cal measures have reduced the mortality among
women from the two most frequent varieties :
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cancer of the breast and uterus. Men also are
more exposed to the influences of trauma and
syphilis, which Dr. Nason regards as important
predisposing causes.
The general conclusions which the investigating

committee reached are as follows :

1. Certain more or less well-defined areas exist in
which the mortality from cancer is markedly above,
and others in which it is markedly below, the average
for England and Wales.
2. Although age and sex incidence undoubtedly in-

fluence this variation, in some cases considerably, they
only account for a small proportion of it.
3. That owing to the great difficulty of diagnosis in

many cases of internal cancer, the death-rate from can-
cer is probably at present underestimated.
4. Contamination of the soil or subsoil for long

periods with decomposing organic matter is very prob-
ably a factor in the production of a high death-rate
from cancer.
5. A damp, ill-drained, waterlogged soil of whatever

geological formation, is more frequently associated with
a high cancer death-rate than is a dry, well-drained
soil.
6. There is abundant evidence of the existence of

groups of houses in which cancer is found with marked
frequency ; and some evidence which tends to show
that second and third cases occur in the same house
with greater frequency than can be accounted for by
mere coincidence.
7. Cancer occurs more frequently in old than in new

houses and districts.
8. There is some evidence suggesting that under cer-

tain circumstances cancer may possibly be transmitted
from one person to another in constant close association.
As some of the more certain predisposing causes

are given : prolonged local irritation, the effects
of direct and sudden injury, syphilis and possibly
other constitutional diseases, the tissue degenera-
tion of advancing years, and the presence of fetal
remnants. As an exciting cause Dr. Nason thinks
a parasitic organism would best explain the facts,
but naturally, in the present state of our knowl-
edge of this intricate subject he has no evidence
of value to offer in support of this proposition.
We would commend this paper to those inter-

ested in collecting and tabulating statistics of this
increasingly fatal disease. As in all statistics
there are no doubt many sources of error, but it
represents a type of laborious work which is of
very great value in the solution of many vexed
questions regarding the growth and spread of
cancer.

ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTIETH ANNI-
VERSARY OF MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL
SOCIETY.
With venerable and increasing age the Massa-

chusetts Medical Society shows no signs of de-
crepitude, no indications of waning vigor. On
the contrary, its members are constantly increas-
ing, and its work, as shown in its annual meeting
just terminated, may easily challenge comparison

with any period of its past history. The attend-
ance has been large from all parts of the State,
and the interest manifested in the general session,
notwithstanding the absence of several papers
which had been promised from different bacterio-
logical laboratories, in the Sections of Medicine
and Surgery, the Shattuck Lecture and the An-
nual Discourse, was most emphatic. There were
no excursions, no exhibits, no junketting, and yet
the whole time of all in attendance has been at
once most profitably and agreeably occupied.
Much of this is due to the good work of the offi-
cers, the committee of arrangements, and those
entrusted with the various programmes.
The new Medical Library Building has added

much to the comfort, convenience and pleasure of
the occasion, and the same should be said of the
use for larger meetings, and for the annual dinner
of Chickering and Symphony Halls. At least an
appreciative word must be added in praise of the
singing of the Graduates' Glee Club at the annual
dinner. This organization, under the direction of
Dr. Sumner Coolidge, has reached a high degree
of proficiency, and furnished music in grateful
contrast to the band of former days.

A PROPOSED MEMORIAL TO JESSE
WILLIAM LAZEAR, M.D.

It will be remembered that in September of
last year Dr. Jesse William Lazear, at that time
acting assistant surgeon in the United States
Army, and a member of the government commis-
sion for the investigation of yellow fever, con-
tracted the disease of which he was making a

study, and died at Quemados, Cuba. The cir-
cumstances under which he met his death were

peculiarly heroic, since he voluntarily submitted
himself to the experiment of being bitten by an

infected mosquito, in the attempt to gain evi-
dence that the affection is transmitted in this
way. Dr. Lazear was still young and a man of
very great promise. He was a graduate of Johns
Hopkins University and received his degree in
medicine at Columbia. He later studied in Eu-
rope and at the Johns Hopkins Hospital, and until
his appointment to the army was engaged in teach-
ing and research at that institution.
The friends of Dr. Lazear have felt that a last-

ing memorial should be established to him and to
his work. To this end a circular has been sent
out by a committee, of which Dr. William Osier
is chairman, in the hope and with the expectation
that a sufficient amount may be raised to procure
an adequate memorial. We quote a part of the
circular : " The many friends and admirers of
the talented and accomplished student, of the
brave, true, self-sacrificing man, desire to estab-
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lish a lasting memorial to him and to his work.
To this end a meeting was held on the evening
of Wednesday, May 22d, which was presided
over by Prof. William Osier. At this meeting it
was concluded that the nature of the memorial
could better be decided upon when some idea
could be obtained as to the amount of money
available. It was therefore decided that a com-

mittee, consisting of Dr. Stewart Paton and Dr.
William S. Thayer, be appointed to arrange for
the distribution of a circular among the friends
and admirers of Lazear, setting forth the object
of the meeting. It is earnestly hoped that not
only those who have known and admired Lazear
and his work, but also others who appreciate
courage and manliness and self-sacrifice, may con-
tribute to the fund for the Jesse William Lazear
Memorial. Subscriptions may be sent to Dr.
Stewart Paton, treasurer, Johns Hopkins Hos-
pital, Baltimore, Md."
We are in entire accord with the spirit of this

movement, and hope that the prompt reply to the
circular from a sufficient number of subscribers
may quickly make possible its consummation.
Memorials are founded for various purposes, but
we are disposed to think that the quiet devotion
to duty which marked Dr. Lazear's death is far
more worthy of such a recognition than many
more ostentatious achievements.

A REORGANIZATION OF THE AMERICAN
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

At the meeting of the American Medical Asso-
ciation in 1900 a Committee on Organization was

appointed. This committee presented its report
at the recent meeting of the association at St.
Paul, and the report, including the revised Con-
stitution and By-Laws, on motion of Dr. Harris,
of New York, was adopted by a large majority.
The report itself is a lengthy document, for the
full text of which and for the report on the re-

vision of the Constitution and By-Laws our read-
ers are referred to the Journal of the Association,
the issues for May 11th and June 8th. The ne-

cessity for these changes has long been apparent.
Under the old conditions the transaction of busi-
ness was either difficult or impossible, or so easy
that it was undesirable. The association itself
had not the weight in professional and public
affairs to which its members and wide represen-
tation should entitle it.
The association has now provided itself with a

more suitable machinery with which to work, but
the results attained must depend in large measure

upon the cordial co-operation of the State and
county societies, a co-operation which we hope
may be in due time forthcoming.

MEDICAL NOTES.
Appointment of William R. Stokes, M.D.

—Dr. William Royal Stokes, city bacteriologist of
Baltimore, has been appointed to the chair of
pathology in the College of Physicians and Sur-
geons in that city.

BOSTON AND NEW ENGLAND.

Acute Infectious Diseases in Boston.
—

For
the week ending at noon, June 12, 1901, there
were reported to the Board of Health of Boston
the following cases of acute infectious diseases :

Diphtheria 74, scarlatina 26, measles 181, typhoid
fever 4, smallpox 0.
Smallpox in Various Places.

—

Two physi-
cians of Worcester, Mass., who had been in at-
tendance on a patient in the hospital suffering
from smallpox, have contracted the disease. In
Berlin, N. II., there are said to be 42 cases in the
pesthouse. The malady is, however, of a mild
type, but one death having occurred, and then
because of other complications. A Portuguese
schooner recently arrived at New Bedford from
the Azores, with a large number of cases of small-
pox on board. The vessel's passengers and crew
will be cared for at the quarantine station on Gal-
lop's Island, Boston Harbor, until danger of a

spread of the disease from this source is past. It
is said that the Boston health authorities have
undertaken to care for the vessel's people, in ac-
cordance with an arrangement between that body
and the surgeon-general of the navy, and all
expenses will be paid by the vessel's owners. Ob-
jection is, however, made to taking patients who
have been landed from the vessel. Fifteen cases
of the disease are reported as under observation in
the neighborhood of Providence, R. I., chiefly of
a mild type.
A Queer Job for a Board of Health.

—The Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts has ordered that the State Board of
Health make a scientific and thorough physiologi-
cal investigation of the healthfulness of baking-
powders, making such tests as will demonstrate
whether or not any brands of baking-powder on
sale in this commonwealth are prejudicial to
health, and whether the introduction into food
of an article in small quantities, which ordinarily
would be harmless, would, when taken by a per-
son in feeble health or dietetically disordered,
eventually undermine the system ; and that said
board make such recommendations to the next
General Court as the result of said investigation
shall in its opinion warrant.
A Proposed Hospital for Infectious Dis-

eases in Cambridge, Mass.
—

Acting on a recent
suggestion of Mayor Dickinson, of Cambridge,
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the committee on health of the city council has
negotiated for land on Concord Avenue, near the
Belmont line. The lot is large enough to provide
for a building for infectious diseases, a building for
smallpox cases,— should the occasion arise,— for
a diphtheria hospital, and for a general hospital.
It is understood that the town of Belmont will
cooperate with Cambridge in the maintenance of
such an institution.
Boston Floating Hospital.

—

The first trip
of the Floating Hospital will take place July 5th.
It will cost about $20,000 to operate the hospital
for the summer. Several changes have been made
in the medical staff. Dr. J. H. Pratt, of Harvard
Medical School, has been appointed pathologist,
and Dr. A. W. Fairbanks assistant to the visit-
ing staff. There will be two resident physicians
and two assistant resident physicians. There are,
in addition, seven medical assistants.
A Serious Fire Averted in the Cambridge,

Mass., Hospital.
—

A fire started in the base-
ment of the Cambridge Hospital the latter part of
last week from the explosion of a tank of kero-
sene, but was checked by the prompt action of
the fire department. No patients were injured,
and the total damage is estimated at not more
than $500.

NEW YORK.

A Case Involving the Child-labor Law.—
Louis Lehmaier employed Vito Marino, a boy of
twelve years, to run a machine in a factory, in
violation of the labor law prohibiting the employ-
ment of children under fourteen years of age in
factories. The boy had his fingers caught in the
machinery, was injured, and sued for damages.
The case was lost and appealed, and the Appellate
Division of the Supreme Court has now given the
following opinion on it : " If the defendant had
complied with the statute and had not employed
this child in his factory, the injury would not
have happened ; and thus placing the child at
work upon a machine in violation of the statute,
was the proximate cause of the injury. There
was a case for the jury as to the defendant's neg-
ligence, and the judgment appealed from should
be reversed and a new trial ordered."
Additional Prizes at Columbia.— At the

monthly meeting of the Board of Trustees of
Columbia University, held June 3d, it was an-
nounced that as a result of a considerable in-
crease in the value of the prize fund founded in
the College of Physicians and Surgeons by Dr.
Jacob Harsen, of the class of 1825, three addi-
tional Harsen prizes, of $500, $300 and $200 re-

spectively, have been established for proficiency
in examinations. Among the gifts reported was
one of $1,500 for fitting up the zoological labora-

tory in Barnard College. Drs. Charles H. Peck,
Warren S. Bickham and Alfred S. Taylor have
been appointed assistants in surgery in the medi-
cal department.
University of New York.— The sixty-ninth

annual commencement of the professional and
graduate schools of the University of the City ofNew York was held on June 6th at the Metro-
politan Opera House. There were 74 graduates
in medicine and 6 in veterinary surgery, and it
was announced that 32 of the former had secured
hospital appointments. Among the announce-
ments made by the chancellor was that Dr.
Robert MacDougall, of Harvard, had been ap-
pointed to the chair of experimental psychology
in the School of Pedagogy.
Deportation of Tuberculous Immigrants.—

Commissioner-of-Immigration Fitchie, who has
just returned from a visit to Washington, reports
that the recent order requiring the deportation of
all immigrants affected with tuberculosis is sim-
ply the result of a ruling on the matter which
had been asked for by the Marine Medical Ser-
vice. The order classes tuberculosis as a " dan-
gerous contagious disease."

Miscellany.
AMERICAN SOLDIERS IN THE TROPICS.
On May 31st at the Association of Military

Surgeons at St. Paul, Minn., Dr. Louis L. Seaman
of New York, late Surgeon First United States
Volunteer Engineers, who has recently returned
from China, read a valuable paper, in the course
of which he said : It is interesting to note that on
their arrival in China it was the boast of the med-
ical officers of the German Army that typhoid
fever and dysentery were comparatively unknown
visitors to their camps. Yet within two months
their hospitals contained over 500 cases of ty-
phoid, followed by an appalling list of fatalities,
while the wards of the American hospitals were
and are still singularly free. The Americans had
the only water-distilling plant in operation in
Pekín, and its capacity was so much greater thanthe requirements of our army that two tons of the
surplus water were donated to the Japanese every
day of the winter. The American quartermasteralso cut and stored 800 tons of ice in Pekin

—

the
only ice ever housed in that ancient city. The
low percentage of all illnesses except those of a
private nature, and especially the almost total ab-
sence of the class termed "digestive diseases,"
offers a startling contrast to conditions existing
during the Spanish-American war in Porto Rico
or Cuba. There I have seen as high as 75% of a
command suffering from these diseases at one

time, and in the Philippines the percentage of
these cases remains persistently high. One nat-
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